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ISBN-13 978-0-521-86642-2 hardback ISBN-10 0-521-86642-1 hardback ISBN-13 978-0-521-68932-8 paperback ISBN-10 0-521-68932-5 paperback Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. This book is therefore the result of a long journey of research. It would have not seen the light of day without the support and encouragement of many institutions, colleagues and friends. Early on, in 1994, the Brighton Business School provided me with much needed financial backing, and its staff with much appreciated encouragement, even before I commenced my academic career. They were my springboard and I thank them dearly. The foundations of this work were laid down between 1995 and 2000 during my Ph.D. at the London School of Economics where I encountered a challenging and stimulating research environment. I am profoundly indebted to Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey, a tough -and thus excellent -supervisor, and to Simon Hix, a friend and an inspiring colleague with contagious enthusiasm about Europe and our discipline. When I was lecturing at the LSE, Alessandro Volcic provided invaluable research assistance to my project.
Over the past few years, parts of the book have been presented at many workshops, seminars and conferences. There are too many to mention, though I would like to thank the organizers, especially Christophe Crombez (Stanford University), Daniela Giannetti (University of Bologna), Sara Hagemann and Bjørn Høyland (EURATE discussion group), Joseph Jupille (Florida International University), Hussein Kassim (London EU group and ESRC workshops), and Paolo Martelli and Francesco Zucchini (University of Milan Since 2002, I have had the privilege of working at the Department of Political Science (School of Public Policy) of the University College London with colleagues whose professionalism and collegiality I admire. Their appreciation of academic work has eased the burden of the final writing stages. I would like to thank David Coen, Tony Draper and Wolf Hassdorf for advice on parts of the manuscript. I am especially grateful to Jennifer Van Heerde who has read most of it and has incessantly (and, for me, frustratingly) demanded amelioration. This book would have not been as good without her remarks. I also would like to thank the people whose behind-the-scenes work makes our life much easier and our job possible but which is, unjustly, rarely acknowledged. Hence my gratitude goes to the administrative staff of the department: Sally Welham, Michelle Bishop and Helen Holt.
Finally, I am grateful to John Haslam, the political science editor of Cambridge University Press, who has guided me through the process of publishing my first book with great professionalism. I was impressed by the rigorousness and punctiliousness of the two reviewers of the manuscript. Their comments have radically improved my work.
I am writing these last few comments peering through my office window that overlooks Tavistock Square. It is hard to avoid thinking of the suicide attack that took place two weeks ago on the street opposite the department. This message of death, hatred and intolerance is at the opposite pole of what, if anything, the European project stands for: peace, integration and tolerance. The sadness and, perhaps, disillusionment that we feel in these circumstances should not overshadow our successes. Even in the face of setbacks, past achievements should comfort us into realizing that integration and tolerance permeate most of today's societies and, when challenged, these values have prevailed over time.
